28           THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

Roosevelt had won In public estimation during this third
session, to quote a few of the comments wMeh the press of
all parties and shades of opinion, in New York and else-
where, made upon him at the time. The Democratic jour-
nal which had so often predicted Ms ruin and had informed
Mm that Ms New Year was not to be a happy one, was one
of the warmest in his praise. When his seven bills were
before the Legislature, this journal said of him:

"Mr. Roosevelt, to whom the credit of the bills already
passed or certain to pass is due, has displayed a boldness,
directness and energy of which much older and more
experienced politicians might well be proud. We are will-
ing to accord honor wherever it is due. We only wish we
had a Democratic House of Representatives at Washington
as efficient and vigorous as the Republican State Legisla-
ture, and a Democratic Congressman as active, resolute and
practical as Assemblyman Roosevelt."

Another city journal, which was later to become one of
his most captious critics, spoke of Ms work in the Legisla-
ture as "influential and memorable," adding: "There
have been no disagreements among the members of his
Investigating Committee, He has been able to inspire his
associates with something of Ms own zeal for reform, and
has apparently had no difficulty in securing their complete
faith in the fearless disinterestedness of his labors."

During the exciting scenes in the Legislature when the
Roosevelt bills were on final passage, with all the "dealers"
seeking, sometimes with the covert aid of the Speaker, to
defeat them, the city newspapers placed their Albany
despatches under such headlines as "A Big Day for Roose-
velt"; "Under Roosevelt's WMp"; "Roosevelt's Brilliant
Assault on Corruption"; "Theodore, the Cyclone Hero of
the Assembly."

In sections of the country outside of New York State,
the newspapers held up Roosevelt as a model for imitation
by young men everywhere. A Boston journal said of his
political career, "Though less than three years in length,
it is long enough to show how much can be achieved by a